'Texas Rocket Built on ‘Shoestring’
Carries Free En temrise Into Space

By ROBERT REINHOLD
Special to The New York Times

MATAGORDA ISLAND, Tex., Sept. 9
— A private corporation with only
seven permanent employees launched a
spacecraft made out of surplus rocket
parts from a cattle ranch here today,
ushering in what its promoters believe
will be a new era of commercial exploi-
tation of space technology.

The gleaming white craft, carrying a
mock payload of 40 gallons of water,
lifted off dramatically with a roar and a
puff of white smoke at 10:17 A.M. It
sketched a high parabola over the
choppy waters of the Gulf of Mexico and
splashed down 321 miles from this bar-
ren island 1014 minutes later.

The successful test flight of the 36-
foot rocket, symbolically named Cones-
toga 1 after the covered wagons used by §
American pioneers, was a pivotal event &
for its owner, Space Services Inc. of i
A The Houston-based concern

persuaded 57 investors to chip in $6
on the argument that the time
conse for private enterprise to getsa
C# of the action in space, which has
dominated by governments.
company’s chairman, David
sh Jr., a Texas real estate devel-
oper and space enthusiast, said the
was now prepared to push
with plans for the first privately
mmﬂﬁ%ﬁiﬁhmﬁﬁ: The Conestoga 1 being launched
ented” space services that are tailored from Matagorda Island, Tex.
M& to meet the needs of m‘lT
companies and other potential custom- | gratification,”” Mr. Hannah said
ers needing satellite tracking and com- | minutes after the launching, his ruddy,
munication. sweaty face wreathed in smiles. ““The
“It was a tremendous relief — « real | only thing I was worried about was the
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